
Mary Ruth Jacobson
July 20, 1932 - February 8, 2017

Mary Ruth Jacobson was born in Watertown, Wisconsin on July 20, 1932. The
oldest of nine children, Mary took to caring for others from a young age. She
pursued this passion and graduated from Milwaukee County Hospital School
of Nursing in 1953. 

 

While in nursing school Mary met Richard "Dick" Jacobson and the two
married in Fort Atkinson, WI in 1954. They followed Dick's career with
McDonald Douglas (Boeing) to St Louis, MO where Dick worked as an
aeronautic engineer and Mary worked as a floor nurse at Deaconess Hospital.
While in St Louis, their family grew with a son Brian and daughter Debra.
Dick’s job took them to the arid dessert of Lancaster, CA where Mary
continued her career working at Antelope Valley Hospital and their family grew
with the addition of two more daughters, Laura and Sharon. In 1969 the family
relocated back to St. Louis and Mary went to work as a school nurse for the
Hazelwood School District. Dick and Mary longed to get back to sunny
California so they relocated one more time to Visalia in 1980. Mary worked for
about 20 years for Tulare County Health Department in the TB clinic, finally
retiring in 1999 to pursue her many hobbies and varied interests. 

 

From zip-lining in Costa Rica to touring the pyramids in Egypt, Mary had a
passion for traveling and her adventures took her all around the world. She
was often joined on these trips by her siblings and close friends. 



Mary had a passion for the arts and she was extraordinarily talented at
everything she did from decorating cakes to quilting. She often frequented the
symphony and plays, and was an avid painter. Her favorite subjects to paint
were scenic images from her travels and her grandchildren. 

 

After a short illness, Mary passed away on February 8, 2017. 
 

She was preceded in death by her husband Richard, her son Brian (Dana)
Jacobson, brother Phillip (Katie) Reuteler, and sister Joanne Reuteler. She is
survived by daughters Debra (John) Meyer, Laura (Jeff) Botich, and Sharon
(David) Calender, her nine grandchildren Danny (Sarah) Meyer, Erin Meyer,
Andy Jacobson, Samantha (Brian) Weimann, Kaily Botich, Tarah Botich, Joel
Calender, Jacob Calender, and Jenay Calender, and two great-grandsons
Lucas Meyer and Jacob Wiemann. She is also survived by her siblings Jim
(Barbara) Reuteler, Sue (John) Behling, Nancy Reuteler, Carol (Bill) McCool,
Pat (Bert) Duncan, and Jeanne (Al) Werth. 

 

Visitation will be held at the Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel, Visalia, on
February 10 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm. A celebration of Mary’s life will be held on
February 11 at 11:00 am at Christ Lutheran Church, Visalia, where Mary was
an active member in the church community for over 35 years. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the American Lung Association.
Condolences can be made to www.salseranddillard.com
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SandraBrown - February 10, 2017 at 02:45 PM

Mary, I will miss seeing you at our luncheons. One memory I will
share was the Brown' s Barn exchange we made. I still look at it and
remember our trips back and forth to Hillman .We certainly had a
few laughs along the way. You were such an inspiration that I began
painting myself. 
God speed on your next journey. Blessings to your family. You have
left many memories for them to hold onto. Never a dull moment. 

 Sandi and Wes Brown

Rita McKinney - February 10, 2017 at 10:54 AM

My heartfelt sympathy goes out to all of those who has known her. I
had the pleasure of meeting her at one of Debbie's girlfriend fairy
luncheons. She was such a nice beautiful woman who adored her
daughter. Her daughter,Debbie, and I have known each other since
we were both single. 
Debbie, big hugs to you in California from all of us girlfriends. We
love you!

Nancy Randell - February 10, 2017 at 10:12 AM

Mary was my "Marathon Bridge" partner. So enjoyed her wonderful
smile and warm hospitality the short time we shared. Will remember
her fabulous art work and other crafted work by her creative hands
and mind. Mary was a very dear person to have known and will be
greatly missed by many. Wishing you to keep her memory close to
your hearts.
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Shirley & Tom Harper - February 08, 2017 at 10:31 PM

So sorry to hear Mary left this home but joyful she's in her Forever
Home. Mary was involved in so many things. Her art work was
amazing and I received Christmas cards with a picture of her latest
painting, usually of something she saw in her many travels. She
traveled to many countries and I loved hearing about them. She was
in a bridge group, enjoyed the Symphony and other local theater. I'll
miss her. 

 Shirley & Tom Harper


