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May 7, 1939 - December 31, 2023

Mary Lou Hettinga VanDenBerg 
 May 7, 1939 - December 31, 2023 

 Mary Lou Van Dam was born on May 7, 1939 in El Monte, California to Henry
and Carrie Van Dam. She was the spunky third of four children; sister, Anna
Mae de Graaf, brothers, Pete Van Dam and Will Van Dam. Mary Mary Louie
absolutely loved music . She began singing in church and school choirs at a
young age and continued praising her entire life. 
When Mary Lou was 16, she met the love of her life cruising Whittier
Boulevard with her cousins. The dashing Wilbur Hettinga pursued Mary Lou
regardless of the 45 minute drive between Paramont and El Monte. His
pursuits paid off and they were wed August 15, 1957 when Mary Lou was just
18 years old. The newlyweds made their home in Cypress, California. 

 Nine months later along came their first born Steven. Two years later, they
welcomed their second son Warren. In 1960 the young couple moved their
family to South El Monte, and started their first dairy farm. In 1964 Wilbur and
Mary welcomed their first beautiful daughter Lorraine. In 1967 the growing
family moved to the Chino Valley and a year later they welcomed their
youngest child MaryAnn. Three years later in 1971, Wilbur and Mary built their
own dairy and farming facility on Hamner Avenue in Ontario, California. Life
was full with lots of hard work, many friends, swimming, skiing, school,
vacations, sewing, handwork, 4-H, cooking classes and music lessons. 
Throughout her life, music was a constant form of praise and worship. The



family does not remember a day when the Joyful Sounds did not exist. Their
harmonious music filled their homes for years and years. What started as a
music sextet became an incredibly bonded group of women with a deep
friendship, ministry and love. Mary went on to serve as mother's club
president, Guild president, and Chairwoman for the Reformed Church Women
of America in the mid-eighties. 
Through those years, Wilbur and Mary welcomed marriages with joy and
many beloved grandchildren with open hearts and so much love. 

 In 2004, Wilbur and Mary joined the rest of their family and moved to the
central valley. They were married for 53 years enjoying many amazing
memories with lots of travel, fellowship and family when Wilbur passed away
on January 9, 2010. 

 Mary continued seeking the Lord and sharing His joy and hope to everyone
she encountered. After a short courtship she married Marvin VanDenBerg on
February 26, 2016. Once again, Mary found love and was able to travel, have
companionship, and enjoy 7 1/2 years with her beloved Marvin and his
precious family. 
Mary Lou lived her life for the Lord. Saying yes to His calling on her life was
her greatest passion. We praise God that mom is with Jesus and singing
praises in person to her Lord and Savior. We praise God for giving us such a
beautiful example of what a Christian woman looks like. Thank you mom.
Mary Lou leaves behind her husband, four children and spouses, thirteen
grandchildren and spouses and 20 great-grandchildren. 48 in all. What a
legacy! 

 In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be made to the Central Valley
Christian Schools tuition fund. 

 Viewing will be held 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Sunday, January 7th, 2024 at Salser
& Dillard Funeral Chapel, 127 E. Caldwell Ave., Visalia. Graveside services
will be held 11:00 AM Monday, January 8th, 2024 at North Tulare Public
Cemetery, 4572 North J. St., Tulare. Funeral services will be held 11:00 AM
Tuesday, January 9th, 2024 at Tulare Community Church, 1820 North Gem



St., Tulare. 
Services have been entrusted to Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel. Memorial
Tributes and condolences may be offered by logging onto www.salseranddillar
d.com.



Previous Events

Viewing

JAN 7. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (PT)

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel
127 E. Caldwell Ave.
Visalia, CA 93277

Graveside

JAN 8. 11:00 AM (PT)

North Tulare Public Cemetery
4572 J St
Tulare, CA 93274

Funeral

JAN 9. 11:00 AM (PT)

Tulare Community Church
1820 North Gem St.
Tulare, CA 93274



Tribute Wall

JS

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel - January 10, 2024 at 02:10 PM

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel created a Webcast in memory of
Mary Lou Hettinga

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel - January 08, 2024 at 10:07 AM

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory
of Mary Lou Hettinga

Joe & Darlene Stafford - January 09, 2024 at 03:48 PM

We watched the beautiful service honoring your life !!!! You will be
missed by all ! A life well lived !!
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January 08, 2024 at 10:48 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mary Lou Hettinga.

January 07, 2024 at 11:26 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mary Lou Hettinga.

Ken Bootsma - January 07, 2024 at 02:12 PM

Faith, family, living to serve, and music are the celebrations we
shared as loving cousins. Cousin Kenny B.

January 06, 2024 at 11:03 PM

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of
Mary Lou Hettinga.

https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 06, 2024 at 03:50 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mary Lou Hettinga.

Mitch and Gina Visser - January 06, 2024 at 03:50 PM

Mitch and Gina Visser planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Lou Hettinga.

January 06, 2024 at 01:23 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Mary Lou Hettinga.

Cornelius & Rose Mary Van Groningen - January 06, 2024 at 11:59 AM

Cornelius & Rose Mary Van Groningen planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Lou Hettinga.

https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




LW

LW

CB

January 06, 2024 at 10:51 AM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Mary Lou Hettinga.

Love, the Bosman’s and William’s - January 05, 2024 at 10:42 PM

Love, the Bosman’s and William’s planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Lou Hettinga.

Love, the Bosman’s and William’s - January 05, 2024 at 10:42
PM

Love, the Bosman’s and William’s purchased the
Magnificent Life Spray for the family of Mary Lou
Hettinga.

Carrie and Greg Brinkley - January 05, 2024 at 10:10 PM

Mary Lou was a rare soul. She always had a beautiful smile no
matter where you saw her. She welcomed you with loving arms.
She gave from her heart always. She will be greatly missed. She
was a jewel. Greg and I are greatful we met and became friends.

https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




SC

GG
GEORGE GROEN - January 09, 2024 at 07:56 PM

SHE WAS REALLY A NEAT PERSON. KNEW HER WELL AS AN
OCHS FAMILY!

January 05, 2024 at 06:46 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mary Lou Hettinga.

Salser and Dillard Funeral Chapel - January 05, 2024 at 06:27 PM

Mobile Webcast of the Celebration of Life service on Tuesday
January 9th at 11am from Tulare Community Church 

  
https://www.viewlogies.net/salser-and-dillard/LZSivZWoS?pin=8697
18

https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.viewlogies.net/salser-and-dillard/LZSivZWoS?pin=869718
https://www.viewlogies.net/salser-and-dillard/LZSivZWoS?pin=869718

