Maria Del Pillar Rodriguez De
Navejas

January 13, 1962 - June 15, 2021

/

Con profunda tristeza anunciamos el fallecimiento de Maria del Pilar
Rodriguez de Navejas el 15 de junio de 2021 a los 59 anos tras una larga
lucha contra el cancer de mama. Maria murio en su casa rodeada de familia 'y
amor. Era una mujer apasionada y vibrante que se enorgullecia de ser una
madre y esposa amorosa, una educadora dedicada, una lider valiente y una
defensora intrepida de su comunidad.

Maria nacio en el seno de una familia catolica de su padres Carlos Rodriguez
Cruz y Maria de la Luz Cornejo. Crecio en Lagos de Moreno, Jalisco donde
paso su infancia y juventud encantada del estudio y baile. Ella se graduo de
la Preparatoria Regional de Lagos de Moreno, Inc UDG y luego asistio a La
Facultad de Contabilidad y Auditoria por un corto tiempo antes de ingresar a
tiempo completo como cajera de banco en Banca Promex. En 1982 se unio
en matrimonio con Jose Luis Navejas Sr. para formar su propia familia por la
cual procreo sus propios hijos el primero nacio en 1983 y el ultimo en 1994-
de los cuales le prodigaron ocho hermosos nietos que fueron su felicidad.

Maria emigro con su familia a Waukena Ca en Noviembre de 1998 donde su
inquietud,

dinamismo, su entrega y pasion por la educacion realmente tomo forma. Tuvo
que reiniciar su educacion en los EE. UU. y recibio su GED en 2002 con
calificacion excelencia.Trabajo para el programa First 5 de la Oficina de



Educacion del Condado de Tulare y luego para el Programa Migrante como
instructora en el hogar durante 12 anos. Maria se convirtio en asistente de
maestra en la escuela Waukena y continuo educando a los ninos de su
comunidad hasta su retiro en 2018. Ella estaba orgullosa de brindarles a los
ninos del Valle Central una increible educacion fundamental para el exito
futuro. Le encantaba ser recibida por sus antiguos alumnos, quienes le
agradecian su amabilidad, paciencia e instruccion.

La familia y su fe era principal para Maria y dedico tiempo para crear
momentos especialesdesde animar durante los juegos deportivos, voluntaria
para ayudar a las clases de catecismo o pasar todo un dia en el cine con
familia. Completo sus suenos de viajar a muchas partes del mundo con su
esposo e hijos. Siempre estaba dispuesta a compartir recuerdos de brisas
frescas en las playas de las Islas Cook, posando delante de la Torre Eiffel en
Paris, Francia, el impacto de visitar la Casa de Ana Frank en Amsterdam,
Holanda, los brillantes rascacielos de Beijing, China, o de tocar las olas del
oceano en Waikiki, Hawai. Sobre todo, a Maria amaba viajar de regreso a
Mexico las playas de Cancun, piramides de Chichen ltza, Manzanillo, y por
supuesto su ciudad natal de Lagos de Moreno para mantener fuertes lazos
culturales y familiares.

La experiencia de Maria con el cancer fue larga y dolorosa que requirio fe,
familia y fortaleza para sobrevivir. La madre de Maria murio de cancer de
mama en abril de 1993 a la edad de 52 anos y tuvo un costo devastador para
toda su familia. Como una de las dos hijas sobrevivientes, Maria tomo todas
las precauciones y medidas para garantizar una vida saludable de no fumar,
beber y examenes de deteccion de cancer de mama de rutina. Maria fue
diagnosticada por primera vez con cancer de mama en Noviembre de 2007 y
estaba en remision en Junio de 2008 despues de 8 quimioterapias, 33
radiaciones y una mastectomia doble. Maria fue diagnosticada con cancer de
mama por segunda vez el 18 de mayo de 2018 y tomo la valiente decision de



reanudar su batalla contra el cancer con quimioterapia hasta sus ultimos dias.

Deja atras a su esposo Jose Luis Navejas Torres S (62), a sus hijos Rafael
Ivan (37), Juan Diego (35), Pedro (30), Jose Luis Jr. (28), y Pablo (27)
Navejas Rodriguez, su nietos Christian (18), Logan (16), Kyra (14), Fabrizio
(12), Landon (9), Athena (7), Benjamin (3) y Camila (3), entre muchos. otros
familiares, compadres, amigos y colegas que se preocupaban tanto por ella.

Celebraremos su vida y legado el viernes 25 de junio de 2021 en Our Lady of
Lourdes Church 1404 Hanna Ave, Corcoran, CA 93212.

It is with profound sadness that we announce the death of Maria del Pilar
Rodriguez de Navejas on June 15th, 2021 at age 59 after a long battle with
breast cancer. Maria died in her home surrounded by family and love. She
was a passionate and vibrant woman who prided herself in being a loving
mother and wife, dedicated educator, courageous leader, and a fearless
advocate for her community.

Maria was born into a Catholic family to parents Carlos Rodriguez Cruz and
Maria de la Luz Cornejo. She grew up in Lagos de Moreno, Jalisco where she
spent her childhood and youth delighted with studying and dancing. She
graduated from Lagos de Moreno Regional High School, Inc UDG and then
attended The College of Accounting and Auditing for a short time before
entering full time as a bank teller at Banca Promex. In 1982 she married Jose
Luis Navejas Sr. and started a family with five sons- the first born in 1983 and
the last in 1994- who would eventually bless her with eight grandchildren that
she loved and cherished deeply until her final days.

Maria immigrated with her family to Waukena, Ca in November 1998 where



her interest, drive, dedication, and passion for education really took shape.
She had to restart her education in the U.S. and received her GED in 2002
with excellent grades. She worked for Tulare County Office of Education's
First 5 program and then for the Migrant Program as a home instructor for 12
years. Maria became a Teacher's Aide in Waukena School in 2015 and
continued to educate the children of her community until her retirement in
2018. She was proud to provide the children of the Central Valley with an
incredible foundational education for future success. She loved being greeted
by her former students, who thanked her for her kindness, patience, and
instruction.

Family and her faith were paramount to Maria and she took time to create
special moments -from cheering during sports games, volunteering to help
catechism classes, or spending a whole day at the movies with her family. She
fulfilled dreams of traveling to many parts of the world with her husband and
her children. She was always willing to share memories of cool breezes on the
beaches of the Cook Islands, posing in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris,
France, the impact of visiting the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Holland,
the brilliant skyscrapers of Beijing, China, or touching the ocean waves in
Waikiki, Hawaii. Above all, Maria loved to travel back to Mexico - the beaches
of Cancun, the pyramids of Chichen Itza, Manzanillo, and of course her native
city Lagos de Moreno - to maintain strong cultural and family ties.

Maria's experience with cancer has been a long and painful one that required
faith, family, and fortitude to survive. Maria's mother died of breast cancer in
April of 1993 at the age of 52 and it took a devastating toll on all her family. As
one of two surviving daughters, Maria would take every precaution and
measure to ensure a healthy life of no smoking, drinking, and routine breast
cancer screenings. Maria was first diagnosed with breast cancer in November
2007 and was in remission June 2008 after 8 chemotherapies, 33 radiation
sessions, and a double mastectomy. Maria was diagnosed with breast cancer



for a second time on May 18, 2018 and made the brave decision to resume
her battle against cancer with chemotherapy until her final days.

She leaves behind her husband Jose Luis Navejas Torres Sr. (62), her
children Rafael Ilvan (37), Juan Diego (35), Pedro (30), Jose Luis Jr. (28), and
Pablo (27) Navejas Rodriguez, her grandchildren Christian (18), Logan (16),
Kyra (14), Fabrizio (12), Landon (9), Athena (7), Benjamin (3) and Camila (3),
among many other family, compadres, friends, and colleagues that cared so
deeply about her.

We will be celebrating her life and legacy on Friday, June 25th, 2021 in Our
Lady of Lourdes Church 1404 Hanna Ave, Corcoran, CA 93212.

Viewing will be held 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Friday, June 25th, 2021
Rosary will be held 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM.
Mass of Christian Burial services will be held 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Services have been entrusted to Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel. Memorial
Tributes and condolences may be offered by logging onto www.salseranddillar
d.com.



Previous Events
Viewing

JUN 25. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (PT)

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
1404 Hanna Ave.
Corcoran, CA 93212

Rosary

JUN 25. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (PT)

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
1404 Hanna Ave.
Corcoran, CA 93212

Mass of Christian Burial

JUN 25. 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (PT)

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
1404 Hanna Ave.
Corcoran, CA 93212



Tribute Wall

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory
of Maria Del Pillar Rodriguez De Navejas

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel - June 23, 2021 at 08:03 PM



