
James "Jim" Clarence
Hamilton
August 10, 1937 - July 26, 2019

Jim Hamilton, a lifelong farmer and rancher of Ivanhoe, passed away Friday,
July 26th, 2019 surrounded by his family. Jim was born August 10th, 1937, in
Visalia, California to Clarence & Ruth Hamilton. 

From a very young age he worked the land, first with his father, and then on
into his own career. After graduating from Mt. Whitney High School in 1955 he
purchased his first property. It had a small existing walnut dehydrator and that
set his path for the years to come. He married Sharon Watkins and started a
family, raising three sons, David, Jerry and Chris. Jim and his long-time friend
and neighbor, Richard Silva, founded a successful harvesting business that
lasted for decades. Highly respected for his dedication and commitment to the
agricultural industry, he went on to introduce techniques and innovations that
continue today, often inventing the equipment he needed that didn't yet exist.
He was involved in the industry in many roles. He served as Chairman of the
Board at Sequoia Walnut Growers, sat on the Board of Directors at Diamond
Walnut, as well as at Federal Land Bank. When Jim ventured into the pecan
processing business, he applied the same forward thinking and pioneering
spirit while he served on the Board of the National Pecan Shellers
Association. 

He worked hard and he played hard. He enjoyed hunting and fishing with his
friends and often went to the Flying B Ranch, a remote hunting club in the



wilderness of Idaho on the south fork of the Salmon River. In 2009 Jim
married Penny Merriss. They enjoyed traveling for business and pleasure, but
mostly going to his favorite get-away spot, his family's cabin at Weston
Meadows, a great spot in the mountains settled by his grandparents in the
1800s. 

Jim is preceded in death by his mother, father, his son Jerry and a grandson
Andrew Sweeden. He is survived by his wife Penny; son David Hamilton
(Angela); daughter-in-law Shelley Hamilton; son Chris Hamilton (Lucretia);
stepdaughter, Tammy Tashjian (Kevin); stepson Randy Tashjian (Karen);
grandchildren; Kristen Kirk (Jayson); Johnathan Sweeden (Mereesa); Zachary
Hamilton; Christopher Hamilton; three great grandchildren and his faithful dog
Maggie. Jim's legacy will live on through his two sons as Hamilton Ranches
dehydrator continues to serve the local agricultural community. 

 

A special thanks to Kaweah Delta Hospital, CRMC in Fresno and Sierra View
Medical Center in Porterville for all the care given to Jim over the past three
months, and to Terry's House in Fresno for the family services provided to
Penny that allowed her to stay near the hospital and be with Jim every day. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Terry's House in honor of Jim,
online at www.communitymedical.org/Make-a-Donation/Terry-s-House <http://
www.communitymedical.org/Make-a-Donation/Terry-s-House> or for more
information call (559) 459-7200 . 

 

A Celebration of Life will be held on August 9th at 11:00 am at the Visalia
Country Club. Condolences may be offered by logging onto www.salseranddill
ard.com



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

AUG 9. 11:00 AM (PT)

Visalia Country Club
625 N. Ranch St.
Visalia, CA



Tribute Wall
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Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel - July 26, 2019 at 12:00 AM

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory
of James "Jim" Clarence Hamilton

James Gadbury - August 09, 2019 at 11:53 PM

to Jim Hamilton's family, Jim and I had ag classes in high school
together,we were in FFA 
together and both made state farmers in 1955. We shared several
projects in ag. classes. 

 Jim was my best man at my wedding in 1955. Over the years we
saw less of each other as our lives went in other directions. I've
wanted to stop by and visit Jim but somehow time passed. I have
kept up a little, on the annual desert trip with Ralph and gang. Ralph
would tell me how Jim was doing and the nut process was running .
I'll always keep fond memories of Jim . With fond memories. 

  
James Gadbury
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Teresa Khachigian- Ritchie - August 07, 2019 at 06:22 PM

Penny, 
 I'm sorry to hear about the passing of Jim. You are 

 in our thoughts and prayers. If I can help you in any way 
please don't hesitate to call. 

  
Peda

dewayne mccasland - August 06, 2019 at 11:00 AM

Jim was a great friend and business associate. He and Penny took
Patty and I in as we were a part of the family. Jim was a builder,
innovator, and skilled in making anything he touched better. Jim,
you will be missed by all that came in contact with you. You made
me a better person. 
 
Thanks, 

  
DeWayne

August 03, 2019 at 02:46 PM

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the
family of James "Jim" Clarence Hamilton.

https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

