
James Victor Manges
April 25, 1929 - September 1, 2023

James Victor Manges passed away peacefully on September 1, 2023 in the
loving arms of Jan, his wife of 47 years. 

 

Vic was born in Santa Ana on April 25, 1929 to Chester and Zania Manges
and grew up on the beaches of Southern California. Following graduation from
Venice High School, Vic took the Civil Service exam, then moved up the ranks
rapidly in the Bureau of Street Maintenance, retiring in 1985 as the
Superintendent of City Streets. 

Early retirement meant no more ties and city politics. He enjoyed the extra
time with Jan. They spent time at the family cabin in Wrightwood, where Vic
loved to sit by the fire and watch it snow. Summers found him raking pine
needles and refinishing the cabin's deck from the snow and sun. He took up
golf at the age of fifty and traveled up and down California with Jan playing all
the greatest golf courses from San Diego to Pebble Beach. 

In 1988, Vic and Jan left the hectic life of Los Angeles and moved to Visalia.
They built dream homes first in the Lakes subdivision, then Sycamore Creek.
Wonderful and precious friendships were made in that neighborhood that
continue today. He loved gardening, home improvement, traveling, cruising,
and road trips. 



On August 19th, after almost 33 years in that home, they moved to a smaller
home around the corner from Jan's sister Sue. We truly feel that once we
were settled in, Vic knew Jan and Sophie would be safe and okay, and he
wanted to go home to be with his Lord. Early September 1st, he took his last
breath in Jan's arms with his beloved sister-in-law and dear family friend
Sandy helping him make the transition to Heaven. 

Victor married Jan, his best friend and the love of his life, in 1976. He is also
survived by his daughter Jill Smith (Stanley), his sister-in-law Sue Sharpe, his
niece and nephew Melanie and Matt Moore and their children Miles, Kyle and
David, and his beloved shih tzu Sophie. He was preceded in death by his
parents Chester and Zania, sisters Lee and Mary, and two precious family
dogs Poopsie and Annie. 

Vic and Jan are active members of Grace Community Church here in Visalia
and our family cannot thank our Pastoral Staff and church family enough for
their love and prayers during this very difficult time. A celebration of
life/memorial service will take place in the new ministry center once the
building is completed, hopefully in just weeks. We will make that information
public once we have a date. 

His family wishes to extend their deepest gratitude to American Care Hospice,
Dr. Ron Marconi, and our family physician Dr. Christopher Rodarte for making
his last days as pain free as possible. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests any memorial gifts be made to Grace
Community Church Building Fund, 2535 Lovers Lane, Visalia, CA 93292. 

Services have been entrusted to Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel. Memorial
Tributes and condolences may be offered by logging onto www.salseranddillar
d.com.
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John Daries - September 30, 2023 at 11:42 PM

Jan, We've known each other since high school but I didn't meet the
amazing Vic til I moved to Visalia and I immediately felt like we were
old pals. He made quite an impression on Jackie & me, with his
personality, his wry sense of humor, and his yodeling. His stories
about growing up in Southern California and following Billy Eckstine
were always entertaining. We had a lot in common. I'm glad I was
able to tell Vic that I loved him while he was still with us. There has
to be something wrong with anyone who didn't like him! We've been
praying for you as you grieve my buddy Vic's passing.

Bobbe Jacobs - September 23, 2023 at 09:39 AM

Jan and I met in 9th grade at Birmingham High School in Van Nuys
and have been friends ever since. I met Vic once at a High School
Reunion. What a charmer he was and had only eyes for his beloved
Jan and she him. Since then we have been in contact through
cards, calls, and Facebook. Our condolences to you and your family
on the loss of your dear Vic. Forever memories dearest friend.
Would come by, but living in Wisconsin now, it is a little to far. Bless
you and Sophie in your new home - Vic will be watching over you
both. Please stay in touch.

Tony and Leslie McHaney - September 22, 2023 at 09:16 PM

Vic, your presence was larger than life. We loved your sense of
humor and our visits and trips to Cambria with you and your Bride,
Janet. You were a blessing to us all and we know you are enjoying
your new home! Until we meet again. We love and miss you so
much.


