
Herman Elmer Akin
September 19, 1940 - May 25, 2019

On May 25, Herman Elmer Akin peacefully left this world, a stark contrast to
his difficult birth 78 years prior. As recounted by his mom on many occasions,
he came screaming into this world on September 19 at his family's small
home behind Mooney's Grove Park. He was the fifth of seven children, born to
Vivian and Elmer Akin. Herman, like his brothers Billy Joe, George and Leroy,
was full of mischief that let their hot-tempered natures get them into trouble.
With three older sisters, Lucille, Dixie, and Glenda Jean to boss and keep him
in line, Herman became a favorite sibling, uncle and cousin to many. He was
known to all for his fun, good humor and on occasion wild side, for always
being uncompromisingly fair, loving and willing to lend a hand to anyone in
need. 
At a young age, Herman began working with his family on farms and dairies
throughout Tulare County. As a proud graduate of Mt. Whitney, Herman
started working in the floor covering trade. Later, he got his floor covering
contractor's license, eventually owning his own business. He worked hard to
provide for his family and retired after 45 years in the trade. Throughout his
life, Herman was an avid sportsman, spending many hunting and fishing trips
with his bothers, children, family and friends. Herman was also an enthusiastic
sports fan and arm-chair coach, even watching the occasional game with his
eyes closed. He enjoyed all things sports, especially a Broncos' or Celtic's
game. 
The once fiery young man mellowed over the years to become a loving



husband, patient dad and doting grandpa and great-grandpa. On November 7,
1970, Herman married Sandi, in his words, "the best thing that ever happened
to him." Herman always reminded us that our children are often the only thing
we would leave behind in this world. He will be remembered by his son Rick
(Dawn) Akin of Fresno, son Keven (Mary) Akin of Visalia and daughter
Jennifer (Matt) Fisher of Visalia, grandchildren Cheyenne, Christi, Stephanie,
Leon, Jon and Beth, nine great-grandchildren, sisters-in-law, nieces,
nephews, extended family members and friends. 
Graveside services will be at Visalia District Cemetery on Friday, May 31,
2019 at 10:00 a.m. Condolence can be sent to Salser & Dillard Funeral
Chapel.
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Donna Mathews - May 31, 2019 at 09:26 AM

Herman was my friend and cousin. He always was ready to
converse on the phone. Many times he expressed how lucky he
was to have married Sandy. His love for his children was something
he expressed often. I remember when he told me about going
camping with his son. He said they got hungry and his son proudly
brought out Progesso soup and heated it for them. He said one bite
and he said where in the world did you get this stuff. It's the worst
I've ever tasted. Why didn't you buy Campbells? He said throw that
stuff away . His son said, I have 10 cans of it. His matter of fact
attitude and straightforward advise was unmatched. I will miss you
dearly!

Donna Mathews - May 31, 2019 at 08:30 AM
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