Hector "Lalo" Franco
February 14, 1954 - November 5, 2024

Our beloved husband, father, brother, uncle, and friend Hector "Lalo" Franco
passed away peacefully and surrounded by loved ones on November 5, 2024
in Fresno, CA at the age of 70.

Lalo grew up in Fresno's Chinatown District and was raised to be
hardworking, respectful, and disciplined. He attended Columbia Elementary,
Irwin Junior High, and Edison High School in West Fresno. Lalo served in the
United States Marine Corps in the 1st Marine Division based at Camp
Pendleton, CA from 1974 to 1976. After his military service, Lalo began a
spiritual journey which led him to reconnecting with relatives at the Tule River
Indian Reservation and learning from Elders and Spiritual Leaders that helped
guide him.

In 1984, he married Darlene Tapleras and relocated to Visalia, CA to start his
family. Guided by the resilience and leadership of his mother-in-law Martha
"Yaynicut' Wilcox Tapleras, Lalo and Darlene were instrumental in revitalizing
many traditions including the traditional naming and coming of age
ceremonies. Lalo was dedicated to the protection of sacred sites and
frequently worked with local, state, and federal agencies, universities, and
museums to protect cultural resources, burial grounds, and stopping the
destruction of our mother earth. He was instrumental in the implementation of
NAGPRA (Native American Graves Protection Repatriation Act), ensuring that



our ancestors and sacred objects were returned to their homelands. Lalo
focused on teaching his children and family members to be respectful of
Mother Earth, honor traditional teachings, songs, and dances, and continue
passing on oral histories through storytelling.

He is preceded in death by his parents Leo and Maria Torres Franco, brothers
Ricardo, Manny, and Ramon, and sisters Rosa and Evelina. He is survived by
his wife Darlene, children Priscilla, Lahoci and his wife Genna, Yaynicut,
Kowonash, and sisters Socorro and Magdalena.

Celebration of Life Services will be held on November 15, 2024, at Salser &
Dillard Funeral Chapel, 127 E. Caldwell Ave, Visalia, CA. Viewing is 3:00 PM
to 5:00 PM, and the Funeral Ceremony will begin at 5:00 PM. Reception to
follow at the Life Event Center.

Services have been entrusted to Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel. Memorial
Tributes and condolences may be offered by logging onto www.salseranddillar
d.com.



Previous Events
Viewing

NOV 15. 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (PT)

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel
127 E. Caldwell Ave.
Visalia, CA 93277

Funeral

NOV 15. 5:00 PM (PT)

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel
127 E. Caldwell Ave.
Visalia, CA 93277



Tribute Wall

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory
of Hector "Lalo" Franco

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel - November 14, 2024 at 11:19 AM

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel created a Webcast in memory of
Hector "Lalo" Franco

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel - November 14, 2024 at 10:12 AM

Tiffany Sanchez lit a candle in memory of |

Hector Franco
'u

Tiffany Sanchez - November 16, 2024 at 02:01 AM



Thank you for speaking the truth and teaching people the real
history that might be lost otherwise. The world is now full of young

people who listened and learned.
Now they are getting to work to make the change they want to

happen. We'll done.

Andrew Glazier - November 13, 2024 at 10:28 PM



